
Harvest Thanksgiving 

My dear Friends,  

"We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, but it is fed and watered by God's almighty 
hand"  

These are words that many of us would have been singing at this time of the year in our churches and schools 
and conjure up all the traditional images of Harvest Thanksgiving. You all know the sight of our places of 
worship bedecked in flowers and foliage of Autumn shades complimented by abundant fruits and bountiful 
vegetables and perhaps surrounding a spectacular harvest loaf in the shape of a wheat sheaf. The tastes and 
textures, smells and sounds of Harvest seem to be a quintessentially British celebration.  

The hymn, We plough, however is of German origin. It was written by Matthias Claudius for a play he wrote 
about a North German village and it was based on a peasants' song he had heard at a farmhouse. Claudius 
had begun life training for the Lutheran ministry, but illness and rationalist ideas made him an atheist 
journalist. Fortunately for us he eventually returned to his roots and regained his Faith. The hymn we now 
enjoy is a product of his thankfulness to God for all the gifts we receive. Fortunately as well for us, Jane 
Campbell's translation does not have the original 17 verses! 

Through all the extraordinary changes and upsets of our routines that we have known in the last six months 
we still have just cause for thanksgiving. There have been the occasional blip in our supermarkets owing to 
panic buying but most of us have been fortunate in having decent and more than adequate food throughout. 
We might have sometimes had to wait or not get our usual choices but thanks to the unfailing work of our 
farmers, fishermen, suppliers and shops, we have not gone hungry. For this we must give hearty and humble 
thanks.  

This plenty is not enjoyed by all. Our food banks are recording record uptake on the demands made on them. 
Our homeless hostels are still doing whatever they can to provide shelter and sustenance for those with no 
home. These are just two of the areas of activity that we support in our churches at Harvest time. This year 
because of the restrictions we are under we cannot appeal for items to be brought to Church in the way we 
normally do. Such large and generous donations are always appreciated by those we help. This does not 
mean that the need has gone away. We have instead to make that extra effort to give by perhaps thinking 
when we make our essential shop of buying something extra and putting it in the receptacle that most of the 
larger supermarkets have. Or perhaps we have to sit down and write a cheque for the homeless charity we 
support. Many of you I know prefer to widen your remit by giving to Water-aid or Christian Aid which each 
have their Harvest appeals. Whatever we do let us make Harvest Thanksgiving 2020 special as we have to 
imagine and remember great celebrations in church and be innovative in our giving. Let us never forget,  

"All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love." 

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


